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Un lauro mi difese allor dal cielo
Terza stanza

Petrarca, Canzoniere, CXLII (142) Cipriano de Rore (c.1515-1565)

Primo libro di madrigali à 4 voci (1547)
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2 Un lauro mi difese (score)  
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Un lauro mi difese allor dal cielo,

Onde più volte vago de' bei rami

Da po' son gito per selve et per poggi;

Né giamai ritrovai tronco né frondi

Tanto honorate dal superno lume

Che non cangiasser qualitate a tempo.

Petrarca 142

A laurel protected me from that heaven,

so that I've often, longing for lovely branches,

made my way through the woods and hills:

but never found a tree or leaves

so honoured by the supreme light,

that they do not alter with the season.

A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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