Ella non sa, se non invan dolersi
Prima stanza

Ludovico Ariosto, Orlando Furioso, Canto XXIV ottava 77 Andrea Gabrieli (c.1532-1585)

1l primo libro de madrigali & 3 voci (Gardano press, Venice, 1575)
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Ella non sa, se non invan dolersi,

chiamar fortuna e il cielo empio e crudele.
Perché, ahi lassa! dicea non mi sommersi
quando levai ne ’Ocean le vele?

Zerbin che i languidi occhi ha in lei conversi,
sente piu doglia, ch’ella si querele,

che de la passion tenace e forte

che ’ha condutto omai vicino a morte.

She, blaming Fortune, and the cruel sky,

Can only utter fond complaints and vain.

Why sank I not in ocean, (was her cry,)

When first I reared my sail upon the main?

Zerbino, who on her his languid eye

Had fixt, as she bemoaned her, felt more pain

Than that enduring and strong anguish bred,

Through which the suffering youth was well-nigh dead.
William Rose (1775-1843)
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