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Passa la nave mia colma d'oblio
Prima parte

Petrarca, Canzoniere CXXXIX (189) Adrian Willaert (c.1490-1562)

Musica Nova (Gardano press, Ferrara, 1559)
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per aspro mare, a mezza notte il verno,

enfra Scilla et Caribdi; et al governo

siede 'l signore, anzi 'l nimico mio.

A ciascun remo un penser pronto et rio

che la tempesta e 'l fin par ch'abbi a scherno;

la vela rompe un vento humido eterno

di sospir', di speranze, et di desio.

Petrarca, Canzoniere 189

My ship, full of oblivion, sails

on a bitter sea, at winter's midnight,

between Scylla and Charybdis: at the helm

sits that Lord, or rather my enemy.

At each oar there's a cruel eager thought,

that scorns the tempest and its end:

the sail's torn by an eternal moist wind

of sighs, of hopes, and of desire.

A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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