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1 

TO THE MOST RARE AND ACCOMPLISHED LADY
THE LADY

MARYE
COUNTESS OF PEMBROKE

Most excellent Lady, give me leave to take this simple occasion of presenting you my humble devotion to honor you: and if boldness in

itself be not too great a fault, pardon and forgive the same; since the cause thereof in me being diverse from other men; doth in all

right crave a most kind and favorable interpretation. For whereas they do dedicate with hope of after benefit: so far am I from this,

that your Ladyship in accepting this of me, doth bind me to you: and I in giving thereof do infinitely thank you for the same. Not so

much because hereby I shall make known to the world mine own judgment in this my choice: nor so much shew you worthy to receive;

as my self wise thus to give: nor yet bind you in any way so much to me by this gift; as I shall bind myself to myself by this

acknowledgement. Receive then (most worthy Lady) these simple gifts, worthy to be received, even of the greatest Princes that the

world hath (not because they are mine, but because now they are yours) to which if at any time your Ladyship shall but vouchsafe your

heavenly voice; it cannot be but they will so return perfumed with the sweetness of that breath, as the Ayre will be made even delightful

thereby, and for that cause come to be in request and sought forever after. Upon which assurance resting myself, I humbly take my

leave, in all reverence kissing your honorable hands.

Unto your Ladyship devoted

in all affection
THOMAS MORLEY
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XIV. Lady If I Through Grief
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17Cantus 

XVII. Where Art Thou Wanton
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XIX. Say Dear Will You Not
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XVIII. What Ails My Darling
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