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Ragione & ben ch'alcuna volta io canti,

pero ch'o sospirato si gran tempo

che mai non incomincio assai per tempo

per adequar col riso i dolor' tanti.

Et s'io potesse far ch'agli occhi santi

porgesse alcun dilecto

qualche dolce mio detto,

o me beato sopra gli altri amanti!

Ma pit quand'io dird senza mentire:

Donna mi priegha, per ch'io voglio dire.
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For it is right that I should sing sometimes,

since I have sighed so very long

that it's never soon enough to begin

to counter so much grief with smiles.

AndifIc

ould only grant those sacred eyes

some delight

through sweet speech of mine

Oh I'd be

More so i

blessed beyond all other lovers!

f I could say without a lie:

My lady asks me, so I desire to speak.

A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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