Se 'l pensier che mi strugge
Petrarca, Canzoniere CCXXV (125) Luca Marenzio (¢.1553-1599)
11 secondo libro de madrigali a5 voci (Venice, 1582)
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Se 'l pensier che mi strugge,

com' & pungente e saldo,

cosi vestisse d' un color conforme,
forse tal m' arde e fugge,

ch' avria parte del caldo,

e desteriasi Amor la dov' or dorme;
men solitarie I' orme

foran de' miei pie' lassi

per campagne e per colli,

men gli occhi ad ognor molli,
ardendo lei che come un ghiaccio stassi,
e non lascia in me dramma

che non sia foco e fiamma.

If the thought that torments me,
so sharp and fierce,
could be dressed in a fitting colour,
perhaps the one who burns me and flees,
would share the heat,
and Love would wake where he sleeps:
the footprints left by my feet
on the hills and fields,
would perhaps be less lonely
my eyes would be less moist,
if she burned who remains like ice,
and leaves not an ounce in me
that it not fire and flame.
A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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