Armorum fortissime ductor Sebastiane

Prima pars

Adrian Willaert (c.1490-1562)

Musica 4 vocum, liber secundus (Gardano press, Venice, 1545)

Prayer to St. Sebastian
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Armorum fortissime ductor Sebastiane

quis te dignis laudibus efferat?

Cum sola fide armatus pulcherrimum
et Romano principe triumphum egeris.

O most valiant leader of arms, Sebastian,

who shall exalt you with worthy praises?

Nam Diocletiani potentiam et minas aspernatus

fractos tormentorum acerbitate martyrum animos confirmabas,
Et Jovis Apollinisque simulacra dejiciens
daemones non deos esse palam docebas.

Armed with faith alone,
you achieved the most glorious triumph
over the Roman emperor.

For, scorning the power and threats of Diocletian,
you strengthened the souls of martyrs,
who had been broken by the torment of torture.

And by casting down the idols of Jove and Apollo,
you clearly taught that they were demons, not gods.
translation by editor w/ much help of a friend
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