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Dulce lignum, dulces clavos
Alleluia for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Sept. 14) Tiburzio Massaino (c.1550-c.1609)

Sacri modulorum concentus (Angelo Gardano press, Venice, 1594)
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2 Dulce lignum, dulces clavos:  (score)
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Dulce lignum, dulces clavos:  (score) 3
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4 Dulce lignum, dulces clavos:  (score)
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Dulce lignum, dulces clavos:  (score) 5
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6 Dulce lignum, dulces clavos:  (score)
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Dulce lignum, dulces clavos:  (score) 7

Dulce lignum, dulces clavos,

dulce pondus sustinuit:

quæ sola digna fuit

portare pretium hujus sæculi.

Alleluia.

Hoc signum crucis erit in cælo

cum Dominus ad iudicandum venerit:

quæ sola digna fuit

portare pretium hujus sæculi.

Alleluia.

O sweet wood, O sweet nails,

sweet the burden it bore:

which alone was worthy

to bear the reward of the ages.

Alleluia.

This sign of the cross shall be in heaven

when the Lord comes to give judgement:

which alone was worthy

to bear the reward of the ages.

Alleluia.

Note: The text is a slightly non-standard variant of verses from a poem by Venantius Fortunatus, Bishop of Poitiers (c.530-c.600), Pange

lingua gloriosi proelium.
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