Cor mio, benché lontana

Ruggiero Giovannelli (¢.1560-1625)

11 terzo libro de madrigali a5 voci (Angelo Gardano press, Venice, 1599)
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Cor mio, benché lontana,

pur quest'alma t'adora

e spera rivederti anzi che mora;

or col pensier ti mira,

ma se gode 'l pensier, 1'alma sospira
e cieca vive in pianto

e nella speme si consuma intanto.
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My heart, although [you are] distant,

yet this soul still adores you

and hopes to see you again ere it perishes;

now in thought it gazes on you,

but if the mind rejoices, the soul sighs

and, blind, lives weeping

and in hope, meanwhile, consumes itself.
translation by editor

Note: The clause e cieca vive in pianto is represented in note nere, black notation, a common madrigal sight-pun to represent darkness or blindness.
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