Ohime, perché mi fuggi
Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538-1612) Ruggiero Giovannelli (¢.1560-1625)

Il primo libro de madrigali a5 voci (Angelo Gardano press, Venice, 1586)
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Ohime, perché mi fuggi,

s'hai della morte mia tanto desire?
Tu sei pur il cor mio,

credi tu, per fuggire,

crudel, farmi morire?

Ah, non si puo morir senza dolore,
e doler non si puo chi non ha core.

Alas, why do you flee from me,

if you desire my death so much?

Are you not indeed my heart?

Do you believe, by fleeing,

cruel one, to make me die?

Ah, one cannot die without pain,

nor can one feel pain, who has not a heart.
translation by editor

Note: This text was set by many other composers, with a few minor textual variants, among them Marenzio (IV a 6), Monteverdi (II a 5) and

Pallavicino (I a 6).

Typeset by Allen Garvin (aurvondel@gmail.com) (orig. 2025-09-07 / ver. 2025-09-07) CC BY-NC 4.0 (no perf. restrictions)



