O mors inevitabilis
Epitaphium Josquin

Jheronimus Vinders (f1.1525-26)

Thesauri Musici, tomus secundus (Montani et Virici press, Nuremberg, 1564)
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O ineluctable death, bitter death, cruel death,

O mors inevitabilis, mors amara, mors crudelis,

when you killed Josquin Desprez, you took from us a man

who, through his music, adorned the church.

Josquin des Prez dum necasti, illum nobis abstulisti

qui suam per harmoniam illustravit ecclesiam.

And therefore, O musician, say: May he rest in peace.

Propterea tu musice dic, requiescat in pace.

translated by Mike Swithinbank (CPDL license)
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