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Ti sponto 1'ali, Amor, la donna mia

Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)
11 secondo libro de madrigali & 5 (Raverii press, Venice, 1590; 1607 ed. used)
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Ti sponto I’ali, Amor, la donna mia, My lady clipped your wings, Love,

accio tu gissi solo so that you would only flit

nei suoi begli occhi a volo. in her pretty eyes.

Mira se queste sono Check if these are

piume de 'ali tue, ch’io n’ebbi in dono: feathers from your wings,

o perché piangi, stolto? which she gave to me.

Prendi le piume tue, ma taci pria Why are you crying, fool?

E gli occhi asciuga e ’] volto. Take your feathers back, but hush up first
Ah, tel credevi, Amore! and dry your eyes and face.

Se voi le piume tue, rendemi il core. Ha! You believed me, Love!

If you want your feathers, give me my heart back.
-translation by Campelli (CPDL license)
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