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Dolcissimi legami

Torquato Tasso, Rime amorose estravaganti

Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)
11 secondo libro de madrigali a 5 (Raverii press, Venice, 1590; 1607 ed. used)
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Dolcissimi legami
di parole amorose

che mi lego da scherzo e non mi scioglie.

Cosi egli dunque scherza e cosi coglie?
Cosi I'alme legate

sono ne le catene insidiose?

Almen chi si m’allaccia,

mi leghi ancor fra quelle dolci braccia.

Dolcissimi legami: (score)

Sweetest bonds

of loving words

in which he joined me for fun, and does not release me from.

Is this how he plays, and how he captures?

Is this how souls are bound

by deceitful chains?

If only he who binds me so

would have me bound again by those sweet arms.
-translation by Campelli (CPDL license)
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