Signor, cui fu gia poco
Andrea Gabrieli (c.1532-1585)

11 terzo libro de madrigali a 5 voci (Gardano press, Venice, 1589)
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Signor, cui fu gia poco

formar i cieli e insieme

spiegar l'aria, la terra, il mar, il foco:
I'alma che plora e geme

nelle sue angoscie estreme,

piacciati ancor gradire

e pietoso risguarda al mio fallire.

Vergine ancella nel cui santo chiostro
scese dal Ciel per umanarsi Dio,

solo per amor nostro:

Deh, porga aita all'ardente desio

che transform'in Giesut questo cor mio.

My Lord, to whom it already was little
to build the heavens and together
spread air, earth, water and fire:

the soul, that weeps and moans

in her extreme grief,

you may willingly accept,

and pitifully look at my failures.

Virgin maid, in whose sainted womb
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God descended from heaven to become human

only for the love of us,
oh offer help to the burning desire,
that I might turn my heart to Jesus.

translation by Gerhard Weydt (CPDL license)
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