Dice la mia bellissima Licori
Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538-1612) Luca Marenzio (¢.1553-1599)

1l quarto libro de madrigali & 6 voci (Vincenzi press, Venice, 1587)
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Dice la mia bellissima Licoril
quando talor favello

seco d'Amor, ch'Amor & un' spiritello
che vaga e vola, e non si puo tenere,
né toccar, né vedere.

E pur se gli occhi giro

nei suoi begli occhi, il miro:

Ma no'l posso toccar, che sol si tocca
in quella bella bocca.

My most beautiful Lycoris says,
when sometimes I talk with her about Cupid,
that Cupid is a tiny sprite,
that flutters and flies and cannot be held,
nor touched, nor seen.
And yet, when I turn my eyes,
in her lovely eyes I see him:
but I cannot touch him, who only can be touched
in this charming mouth.
translation by Gerhard Weydt (CPDL License)

ILicori: a standard stock (female) character in 16¢ pastoral poetry.
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