La verginella e simile alla rosa
Ludovico Ariosto, Orlando Furioso, canto I ottava 42 Marc'Antonio Ingegneri (1535/6-1592)
11 quinto libro de madrigali a 5 voci (Angelo Gardano press, Venice, 1587)
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La verginella é simile alla rosa,
ch'in bel giardin su la nativa spina
mentre sola e sicura si riposa,

né gregge né pastor se le avvicina;
l'aura soave e 1'alba rugiadosa,

l'acqua, la terra al suo favor s'inchina:

giovani vaghi e donne innamorate
amano averne e seni e tempie ornate.

The virgin is like the rose,

that in a lovely garden on its native briar

the while rests alone and secure:

Neither flock nor shepherd approach it;

the gentle breeze and the dewy dawn,

the water and the earth bow to its favor,

handsome youths and enamored women

love to adorn their breasts and brows with it.
translation by editor
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