Adrian Willaert (c.1490-1562)

Musica Nova (Gardano press, Ferrara, 1559)
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Né pero che con atti acerbi et rei
del mio ben pianga, et del mio pianger rida,

But though with bitter and harsh actions

she weeps at my good fortune, laughs at my tears,
poria cangiar sol un de' pensier' miei; she cannot change a single thought of mine:
non, perché mille volte il di m'ancida, nor, though she murder me a thousand times,
make me not love her, or not hope for her:

though she make me afraid, Love gives me hope.

fia ch'io non l'ami, et ch'i' non speri in lei:
che s'ella mi spaventa, Amor m'affida.
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