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Musica Nova (Gardano press, Ferrara, 1559)
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4 Ond'io non pote' (score)
Ond'io non poté' mai formar parola
Ch'altro che da me stesso fosse intesa:
Cosi m'a fatto Amor tremante et fioco.
E veggi' or ben che caritate accesa
Lega la lingua altrui, gli spirti invola:
Chi po dir com'egli arde, & 'n picciol foco.
Petrarca, Canzoniere 170

So I could not even form true words
that anyone but me could understand:
Love had made me blaze and tremble so.
And I see clearly now that glowing charity
ties a man's tongue, and daunts his spirit:
who utters while he burns is in slight fire.
A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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