I piansi, or canto
Prima parte

Adrian Willaert (¢.1490-1562)

Petrarca, Canzoniere CCXXX (230)

Musica Nova (Ferrara, 1559)
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I piansi, or canto, che'l celeste lume

Quel vivo sole a gli occhi miei non cela,

Nel qual honesto Amor chiaro rivela

Sua dolce forza et suo santo costume;

Onde ei suol trar di lagrime tal fiume,

Per accorciar del mio viver la tela,

Che non pur ponte 0 guado 0 remi 0 vela,

Ma scampar non potienmi ale ne piume.
Petrarca, Canzoniere 230

I wept, now I sing, that the celestial light
no longer hides the living sun from my eyes,
where chaste clear Love reveals
his sweet strength and his sacred custom:
from them he drew such floods of tears,
in shortening the thread of my life,
not only bridges, fords, oars, sails,
failed to rescue me, but feathered wings.
A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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