Infelix ego

Prima pars
Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498) Cipriano de Rore (c.1515-1566)
Sacrae Cantiones quae dicuntur motecta (Gardano press, Venice, 1595)
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Infelix ego, omnium auxilio destitutus, qui ceelum terramque offendi:
quo ibo? quo me vertam? ubi fugiam? quis mei miserebitur?
Ad ceelum levare oculos non audeo, quia ei graviter peccavi,
in terra refugium non invenio, quia ei scandalum fui.
Quid igitur faciam? desperabo?
Absit, misericors est Deus, pius est Salvator meus.
Solus igitur Deus refugium meum, ipse non despiciet opus suum,
non repellet imaginem suam.
Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498)

Unlucky me! Bereft of all aid, who against heaven and earth have offended.
Where shall I go? Where shall I turn? To whom shall I flee? Who will have pity on me?
I do not dare to lift up mine eyes to the heavens, because I have gravely sinned against them.
I find no refuge on earth, because I have been a disgrace to it.
What, therefore, am I to do? Shall I despair?
Let it be far off: God is merciful; my Saviour is kind.
Therefore, God alone will be my refuge: he will not despise the work of his hands,
nor repel his own image.
Edward Tambling (CPDL license)
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