
 1

Virgine matre
Sibylla Persica

Orlande de Lassus (c.1532-1594)

Prophetiae Sibyllarum (A-Wn Mus. Hs. 18744, circa 1558)
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2 Virgine matre: Sibylla Persica (score)  
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Virgine matre: satus pando residebit asello

Jucundus princeps: unus qui ferre salutem

Rite queat lapsis: tamen illis forte diebus

Multi multa ferent immensi fata laboris

Solo sed satis est oracula prodere verbo,

Ille deus casta nascetur virgine magnus.

Born of a virgin mother: he will sit upon a crook-backed ass.

The prince of joy alone: in time to come can bring true salvation.

Many will be the prophets of his suffering, many the prophecies.

Sufficient though, to sum up the prophecies in a single line:

He, the lord god, will be born of a pure virgin.

CPDL translation
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