Tribulationes civitatum

William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Liber primus sacrarum cantionum (Thomas East press, London, 1589)

Responsoria de Judith
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Tribulationes civitatum audivimus quas passa sunt,
et deficimus.
Domine, ad te sunt occuli nostri, ne pereamus.

Timor et hebetudo mentis cecidit super nos
et super liberos nostros.

Ipsi montes nolunt recipere fugam nostram.
Domine, miserere.

Nos enim pro peccatis nostris haec patimur.
Aperi occulos, Domine, et vide afflictionem nostram.

We have heard the tribulations which the cities have suffered,
and have wasted away.
O Lord, our eyes are turned to thee: let us not perish.

Fear and dullness of mind have fallen upon us
and our children.
Even the mountains will not receive our flight.
Lord, have mercy.

For we suffer thus for our sins.
Open thine eyes, O Lord, and behold our affliction.
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